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uniform. The gametophyte is characterized by starting out as a
filamentous protonema from which the leafy branches arise as
buds (Fig. 807). It is characteristic of the Bryales to have the
antheridia (Figs. 812, 813) or archegonia (Fig.
814) in groups at the ends of branches (Figs.
815, 816). The leaves around them are often
slightly modified so that the fertile tip has
something of the appearance of a flower. This
is particularly true of the antheridial heads of
some genera.

The capsule is borne at the tip of a long
stalk, and is a rather highly developed and

Frc, 814.  A single

archegonium   of   a

moss.   (X150)

Fie. 815. Gametophyte of a moss, showing a group
of antheridia and archegonia .at the tip. ( X 7)

complicated affair (Figs. 817, 818). During the early stages of its
life it is, like that of Sphagnum and Marchantia, surrounded by
a calyptra formed from the archegonium. As the stalk expands,
the calyptra is carried upward as a covering over the capsule
(Fig. 817). Only a minor proportion of the tissue of the capsule